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 While the purpose of the Library remains unchanged 
from its earliest establishment, the Library is 
considerably different from the library created by 
COL Thayer and MAJ McRae in 1817.  Bringing 
students and faculty together with material that 
educates and enlightens is as vital now as it was in 
Thayer’s day.   

 

 

 As recently as 10 years ago the predominant 
information delivery format for libraries was the 
printed page.   Today, information comes to us not 
only in the traditional paper format but also in a 
myriad of digital formats. 

 
Scheduled to be occupied in 2008, Jefferson Hall, 
the new USMA Library and Learning Center will 
occupy a prominent space directly opposite the 
present library.  This new facility will contain 
148,000 square feet and will be home to the 
Center for Enhanced Performance, the Center 
for Teaching Excellence, and the Library.  

This issue of the USMA Library Newsletter contains 
an update on some exciting new services available in 
the Library.  Please take some time to acquaint 
yourself with these new services and don’t hesitate to 
ask any librarian on the staff to give you more 
complete information. 

After the relocation of the Library to Jefferson 
Hall, the upper floors of building 757 will be 
renovated to support Chemistry and Physics 
instruction with new classrooms and labs.  The 
first floor and basement of building 757 will 
continue to support research into the Academy 
Archives and Special Collections of the Library. 

Excavation in preparation for building has begun 
and the central area will be alive with 
construction activity for the next two years.  This 
new building is a historic expansion to the central 
area that will change the appearance of the 
Academy.   
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CONNECT NY, YOUR KEY TO The  patron  authenticates  his home  library 

FOUR MILLION VOLUMES and     submits    the     information.    The   request   
is immediately sent to the member library for 
processing. The material is sent to the home library 
within 2 days.  

 by Chip Watson 

The USMA Library has expanded its services 
to include an inter-library loan program referred to as 
Connect NY.  The service known as Connect NY is a 
consortium of libraries within New York State whose 
members have created a combined catalog of their 
collections.    To date the following libraries are 
participating members:  Bard College, Colgate 
University, Canisius College, Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute, Rochester Institute of Technology, St. 
Lawrence University, Siena College, Union College, US 
Military Academy, and Vassar College. 

The local library contacts the patron for 
pickup and charges out the book on the local system.  
When the patron has finished with the book, it is 
returned to the home library.  The staff then sends 
the material back to the owning library. 

With the ever increasing budget and staffing 
cuts prevalent in many academic institutions, 
membership in Connect NY brings millions of titles 
to the patron. Normally, the interlibrary loan process 
can take anywhere from a week to five weeks turn 
around time.  Connect NY brings the material to 
hand in 48 hours with only the library staffing needed 
to process incoming and returned material. 

 

 Connect NY libraries permit the member 
library patrons to visit the participating libraries. The 
patron can search the catalog and check out material 
directly from the member library without the 
intervention of the home library. Since the library 
policies for visiting patrons may vary from library to 
library, a call to the library prior to visiting is 
advisable. 

 
The Connect NY catalog, which is accessed 

electronically on the participating library home page, 
provides patron access to all materials placed in a 
shared loan status. This can include material such as 
books, government documents, periodicals, audio 
visual material and videotapes.  When a patron searches 
the combined catalog the status of the material is 
displayed. Any material with an “available” status can 
be requested by the individual patron. The request is 
submitted electronically and sent to the participating 
library. The material is delivered to the requesting 
library within 48 hours.  The patron is notified by the 
home library to pick up the material.   The loan period 
is for 21 days. An additional 21 days renewal is 
available.  Books are returned via the home library. A 
fine of $100 per book is charged for lost books and 
privileges are suspended until the matter is cleared. 

 
For more information on this service, please 

contact the reference or interlibrary loan staff at the 
Library. 

 
Any patron registered at the participating 

library can access Connect NY.  An icon labeled 
Connect NY, shown above,  is visible on the homepage 
screen. At the time a patron links to Connect NY, a 
unified catalog listing all available material is presented. 
The patron can search by the common search fields 
such as author, title, keyword, subject heading. When a 
title is selected, a message appears on the expanded 
record indicating the Connect NY  libraries   having   
the   material  and   its availability. 
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 A New Building Comes to West  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

USMA LIBRARY FACTOIDS: 
Point  

Did you know that: 
By Joseph Barth  

The library is open 103 hours per week and that 
the library web site is accessible 24/7. Jefferson Hall is the first new academic 

building to appear in the central area since 1972 
when Mahan Hall was constructed.  Though it is 
often referred to as the Library, Jefferson Hall will 
combine the Center for Enhanced Performance 
(CEP), the Center for Teaching Excellence (CTE), 
and the Cadet Library.  These three activities, now 
located in disparate parts of the central area, have in 
common the mission of reinforcing the teaching and 
learning that takes place at West Point.     

 
On an average day during the academic year over 
450 cadets enter the library and on the busiest 
days over 1000 cadets come into the building. 
 
The Library subscribes to over 17,000 on line, 
full text journals each of which is available on 
our web site. 
 
Over 70,000 books were borrowed from the 
Library last year. 

Professionals from these three areas will be 
able to enjoy the synergy created by working under 
one roof.  Partnerships such as the cooperative 
teaching arrangement  between the CEP and library 
staff  for the RS103 course are more likely to be 
spawned when educational professionals can interact 
on a daily basis. 

 
Classical music is available from the USMA 
website by going to the Naxos link on the 
Indexes and Databases page. 
 
You can download audio books from the USMA 
website by going to the Net Library database.  
Sorry, these recorded books will not play on an 
IPOD or any other Apple product. 

 The building’s design recognizes that learning 
today takes place in an affiliative atmosphere.  With 
that in mind, Jefferson Hall will have ten separate 
areas where cadets can work with each other and 
with faculty in a group environment.  Wireless 
connectivity will permit cadets to access information 
services and Reference Librarians from anywhere in 
the building.  Chat reference service is planned to be 
introduced so that cadets and faculty will be able to 
communicate with reference librarians from any floor 
in the Jefferson Hall. 

 
The book that has the earliest date of publication 
is:  De Civitate Dei Libri XXII written by 
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo and published in 
1486.  
 
The most frequently borrowed DVD title last 
year was Scent of a Woman. 

 In spite of the proliferation of on line 
information services that have become essential to 
modern research techniques, books printed on paper 
continue to be in great demand in the undergraduate 
learning experience.  Our book collections will have 
plenty of room to grow with room for close to a 
million volumes at full capacity.   

     
 While we watch Jefferson Hall being 
constructed in the next two years, we’ll be paying 
close attention to the details that will make this a 
spectacular space for learning at West Point.  
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 as Google and Alta Vista.  For example, within our 

subscription to the ISI Web of Science database, it is 
possible to do so called “cited reference” searches- to 
search for articles in the hard and social sciences that cite 
specific authors or works. Within the “Legal Research” 
section of our Academic Universe subscription, it is possible 
to electronically “Shepardize” U.S. Supreme Court 
decisions- that is, to find all subsequent federal and state 
appellate court decisions, as well as law review articles, 
that cite a particular Supreme Court decision in some 
way.  In the Congressional Universe database, it is possible to 
retrieve citations to Congressional publications related to 
specific statutes by searching the enacted bill number, 
Public Law number, or Statutes at Large citation.  Within 
the Early English Books Online database, in addition to 
standard retrieval by subject, author and title keywords, it 
is possible to search by numbers assigned to antique 
works by the bibliographers Pollard, Redgrave, and Wing; 
it is also possible to limit searches to works containing 
music, maps, coats of arms, and genealogical tables. 

 
 
Navigating the database: 

 Just because it’s on-line doesn’t mean it’s 
 
 
easy 

 
by Paul Nergelovic 

 
   The USMA Library currently provides access to well 
over one hundred online databases. This represents a 
substantial but necessary investment in quality 
educational resources supporting West Point’s cadets 
and faculty.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
      Most of these are commercial products marketed by 
online publishers to the academic community and are 
paid for on a subscription basis.  They are quality 
products that allow researchers to retrieve the full text 
of articles from scholarly journals in diverse academic 
disciplines, from applied technology to the humanities.  
Some of these databases also allow for the searching of 
full historical runs of major newspapers, others for 
searches of electronic facsimiles of early English and 
American books.  Some lead to the texts of periodical 
literature of the nineteenth century, others to American 
government publications of that era. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 These advanced searches are suitable for research 

projects and might be used by faculty members or 
professional librarians working on complex academic 
projects.  For the novice undergraduate researcher, such 
recondite searching is not usually necessary.  For them, it 
is necessary to learn what databases are the most useful 
for the task at hand, with some attention paid to effective 
search strategies.  USMA Library reference librarians 
provide specialized instruction to cadet classes in the use 
of databases uniquely suitable to cadet research projects. 

 
 
 
 
 
    Selecting these products is no small matter, 
representing as they do a significant commitment of the 
Academy’s resources.  Sometimes USMA faculty 
members will suggest databases for acquisition; 
sometimes library staff are directly approached by 
database vendors marketing their products.  Sometimes 
databases emerge as standard items that no decent 
academic library could do without; sometimes a 
database is offered that is of unique value to the USMA 
program.  The fundamental criterion for selection is 
academic utility to West Point.  USMA Library staff 
often witness demonstrations of these products at trade 
shows, or have vendor’s representatives demonstrate 
their wares here at the library (faculty members often 
attend such demonstrations).  When possible, the 
assessment process includes trial access; links to 
prospective database subscriptions are posted on the 
USMA Library web page.  

     The multiplicity of databases has in itself become an 
impediment to many library users.  Without benefit of 
instruction, how does one select the proper database to 
search?  One solution to this problem has been a 
capability the USMA Library plans to implement soon: 
meta searching.  This approach (also known as federated 
searching), is already in use in many academic libraries. 
With it, a researcher is enabled to search many databases 
at once; it is also possible to search databases in pre-
selected groups, or for the researcher to create his or her 
own groups of databases.  Search results are automatically 
ranked for relevance.  At present searches in this mode 
are very simple, lacking the sophisticated search features 
many individual databases possess.  Some databases are 
not even accessible this way.   

These online products frequently offer unique 
searching features; using them to maximum 
effectiveness takes time for our  reference  librarians  to 
learn and apply.  These features are much more 
complex than the simple keyword search approach in 
common  use on such standard internet search  engines 

     For many undergraduates, this approach provides 
exposure to the retrieval of quality information.   
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 For those who still want to roll up their sleeves, put 
on their gloves, and conduct primary source research 
in the Special Collections and Archives, there are a 
variety of materials on the website designed to save 
time and make the research experience as efficient as 
possible.  These include finding aids that supplement 
the Library’s on-line catalog, notably Manuscripts 
Guides for the 17

USMA HISTORICAL RESEARCH  
BEGINS ON LINE 

 
By Suzanne Christoff 
 
Plans to research in the Special Collections and 
Archives Division may conjure up visions of 
ancient tomes and cotton gloves, but increasingly 
the first step to successful research in the Library’s 
historical collections is to turn on your computer.  
Whether you’re looking for finding aids to the 
collections, an expedient way to communicate with 
the staff, graphical materials, or actual content for 
your study, the answer is with increasing frequency 
found on line. 

 & 18 , 19

 
The Digital Library was launched on the USMA 
Library website in the fall of 2002 with content 
drawn largely from the Library’s historical 
collections.  This content has continued to grow in 
the intervening years and now includes significant 
collections of 19th and early 20th Century 
photographs, maps, manuscripts, and even a 
feature on the Library’s Class Ring Collection.  
Although books are also included, we have learned 
that it is graphic materials that are best served 
through this application.  We have developed 
several other avenues to serve up purely textual 
content. 
 
When the Special Collections and Archives website 
was redesigned in the fall of 2003, it presented an 
excellent forum for displaying a great deal of high-
use textual content.   
 
Among the items featured in full text PDF format 
are the principal published resources used to 
respond to biographical inquiries on Academy 
alumni:  the Biographical Register of the Officers 
and Graduates of the U.S. Military Academy, the 
Annual Reports and Reunions of the Association 
of Graduates (where alumni obituaries were 
published prior to the advent of Assembly 
magazine), and the Official Register of the Officers 
and Cadets (documenting cadet academic 
performance from 1818-1966).  The Special 
Collections and Archives page also features a 
variety of survey sources on the history of the U.S. 
Military Academy, including the Annual Reports of 
the Superintendent and Board of Visitors, the 
Centennial of the U.S. Military Academy, and the 
Historic Structures Inventory.   

th th th and 20th Centuries 
and the Preliminary Inventory of the Records of the 
United States Military Academy.  There is also an on-
line researcher registration form designed to provide 
advance notice to the staff of the nature of your 
research and the sources you wish to use.  This 
procedure was designed to ensure that materials are 
prepared and waiting for researcher use when they 
arrive in the Special Collections and Archives 
Reading Room. 
 
Finally, we have supplemented some of the 
biographical titles in the on-line catalog with our own 
version of e-books on West Point history.  When 
copyright protections have elapsed and 
circumstances permit, we often create full text digital 
copies of historical works on West Point and USMA.  
You will find many examples of these as you peruse 
the Library’s on-line catalog. 
 
 
 
 
 

ARCHIVES OR SPECIAL 
COLLECTIONS? 

 
What’s the difference between Archives and Special 
Collections?  Many people wonder about that and the 
answer is that the USMA Archives contain the 
official records of the Military Academy as they 
pertain to the academic program.  Because the 
Academy came into existence in 1802, no archives 
exist before that date.  Special Collections, on the 
other hand, are published material about the Military 
Academy and the area known as West Point as it 
existed before 1802 up to the present day.  In 
addition to the published sources, Special Collections 
contains manuscript material written by graduates 
and is another source of primary research material. 
 
For administrative purposes, the Library combines 
the two collections into a single division because 
research into the history of the US Military Academy 
inevitably brings historians to both collections. 
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                                                    Postcard from the USMA Library Archives and Special Collections Division 

 
The “Old Library” 

 
“The next Delafield building is the old Library and Observatory, built in 1841.  At the southern boundary of the Plain (on 
the site presently occupied by the new library), it stood for nearly 120 years.  A handsome Military Gothic design, it 
featured castellated corner and central towers.  As originally designed, the towers were topped with domes, housing an 
Equatorial telescope in the central dome and transit instruments and a “mural circle” in the corner towers.  The dome of 
the central tower is said to have been balanced on six 24-pound cannon balls, which served as bearings for its traverse.  
The east wing held the Academy library.  The offices of the Superintendent, Adjutant, Quartermaster, and Treasurer were 
also located in the building, until the new Headquarters was built in 1870.  The observatory instruments were moved to a 
new observatory around 1880 due to the disturbance to their accuracy caused by the construction of a railway tunnel under 
the Plain. 
 
The Delafield influence with the library is a little clearer than is his association with the Ordnance Compound.  A letter of 
February, 1839, explains that the prominent architect, Isaiah Rogers, sent plans for a library and barracks to Major 
Delafield.  In June of that year, both Rogers and another architect, Frederick Diaper, submitted to Delafield additional 
plans for the two buildings.  Finding many problems with each set of plans, Delafield submitted a set of this own design 
for a library to the Secretary of War.  He claimed that his plans combined the best features of both earlier designs, without 
any of the problems which existed in each of the others.  By July, Delafield had acknowledged the approval of his design 
by the Secretary of War.  It is important to note that the two sets of plans submitted by Rogers were in the Greek revival 
style, thus correcting the misconception that Rogers actually designed any of these buildings at West Point.  
 
One interesting aside about the library is that its function during the mid 19th century was far more limited than one might 
expect.  The 1873 Board of Visitors reported that Cadets were allowed to borrow books on Saturday afternoon only, and 
those were to be returned on Monday.” 
 
This description is taken from:  Historic Structures Inventory United States Military Academy.  Washington, D.C.: Historic 
American Buildings Survey/Historic American Engineering Record, National Park Service, Dept. of the Interior, 1984  
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